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exist in party life. Every Communist had begun to function as a
family man attached to society. He received his "wages" from the
party and regarded it as a "job" to work in the office or to propagate
the policies of the party. The nature of their relationship with the
party conditioned their social/family life. I should- never become
subject to that kind of environment where one became transformed
into a "professional Communist."
Third, I should never do anything contrary to the dictates of my
own conscience and reasoning on the ground that such action would
be in line with the democratic tradition of abiding by the views of the
majority. The size of the majority and the resoluteness of the majority
in accepting a principle, a course of action, or an idea should have
no effect whatsoever on my posture. That is, I should work out my
response to the well-nigh permanent condition in the Communist
Party of the majority and the leadership frequently following courses
of action that were in conflict with the ideological principles accepted
by the party. When confronted by such a situation, I should make
clear my rejection of their course and become inactive. While remain-
ing a party member, I should not engage in propaganda against the
party. I might explain to party comrades the reasons for my aloofness
and inactivity; but I should not oppose the party publicly.
It was possible that the party might subsequently change its wrong
policies. It might then undertake self-criticism. But I should have no
part in the errors in the first place, and thus no part in the subsequent
self-criticism. Why should this be so?
The mistakes made in the name of the party affect, at the least,
every person associated with the party. Subsequent self-criticism might
be a cure as far as the party itself is concerned. But what of the
persons affected by those errors? Their human instincts are perma-
nently crippled, to a greater or less extent, by the experience. Those
who are disabled seriously, leave the party; they even hurl accusations
at the party. Or they remain, in penance, enmeshed in the coils of
the party, keeping aside the ideology and philosophy they believe in.
They become a prey to fresh errors. Having witnessed a great deal of
this, I should never make a similar mistake.
Fourthly, I should not become an anti-communist. That is, I
should ever bear in mind, irrespective of the errors of the Communist
Party, that I owed my knowledge and progress to that party. The
ideology of the party was indeed magnificent. Marxism was a treasure
of civilization for all mankind. Thus, whether I was in the Communist